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{[sELECTED.] FOR 


Che Moralifl. No. IV. 


RELIGION AND SUPERSTITION contrasted, 


—--— 








Reuicion fuppofes a knowledge of the 
Deity, his perfections and governme snt—of ours 
{elves as rational, moral, fallen creatures—of the 

way in which offenders may be reitored to the di- 
vine favour—and of mankind in their various rela- 
tions tous. It confifts in an unreijerved regard to 
the duties refulting from our nature and condition, 
ond the relation in which we ftand to other beings. 
It is *a reafonable fervice.’ As it is founded in 
knowledge, {fo it enlarges the mind, ex cals and re- 
fnes Its powers, and gives them their juft direction 
end employment. Religion, sone ath of human 

veaknefs, refts on divine revelation, but in examin- 
ing the evidence, defign and meaning of revelation, 
admits the aid of reafon. It is calm in its enqui- 
ries, deliberate in its refolves, and iteady in its con- 
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duct. It cherifhes modeft and humble thoughts, .§ Y 
is open to light and conviction, and labours for ims a 


provement. It is mild and peaceable in its difpofi« 
Vol. I. M 
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tion, fober and temperate in its manners, candid and 
condeicending toothers. It tudiesto promote loveand 
union among men, in civil and in religious fociety, 
reprobates none for trivial dite ‘rences, “attends chiei- 
ly to things of folid importance, and regards as the 
friends of God, all who do fo, whatever name they 
bear. It conlemms vice, and the errors that lead 
to it, approves virtue and the truths which promote 
it, whation3 in friend or enemy. Itaiins to pleate 
the Deity ny a conftant obfervance of his injunc- 
tions, and under a fenfe of alleviations, amend y 
relics on mercy through the grand atonement pro 
vided. It j is firm in dan: gets, uniform in duty, con 
tent with the filent approbation of the heart, and a 
conicioufnefs of divine appro! bation, humbly truft 
ing in the wifdom and equity of the fupreme gov- 
sroment. Ina word, r -eligion improves the inte’- 
lect, rectifies the will, feectens the temper, calms 
the paflions, gives peace to the confcience, and reu- 
ders men courteous; friendly and benificent to cach 
other, and ufeful in every relation. 

Superttition is a kind of inconfiftent trifling feru- 
pulofity. It difcovers itfelfin a fervent zeal for and 
againit matters of indifference or tmall importance, 
while things of real weight are overlooked. It lays 
ftreis on practices that have no connettion with vir- 
tue, and opinions that make no man wifer or better, 
and have neither evidence to fupport them, nor 
ufefulnefs to recommend them; and rejects thofe 
— have both. Inthe expreffive language of f1- 

d writ, ‘{trains ata gnat and fwallows a camel.’ It 
Stn xs from 1 «eens of men and things, from 
falfe notions of the Deity and his government, and 
abfurd concept tions of the nature of picty and vir- 
tue. It is guided by the traditions and opinions of 
men, more ‘than by fober reafon and plain revela- 
tion. Itis credulous in fome favourite matters, in 
others blind to argument. It is hafty in its judg- 
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ment and rafh in its conduct, vain in its opinion of 
ittelf, fo nd of {how and parade attached to a par- 
ty, cenforious of others, and apt to make divilions 
and feparations in fociety, under pretence of fuperi- 

or wifdom or fanétity.* Tt juitities in it§favourites, 

what it condemns in every body elie. It is fierce 
and malignant in its temper, tid’ and obftinate in 
its fentirnents and practices, much given to com- 
plaint of perifecution from others, yct ummercifully 
cruel towards others, and fcrupulous cf no mea- 


. 


fures to make profelytes or ¢cxtirpate opponents. 
It is dark and {ufpicious, gloomy and fufien, and ti- 


b 
morous and irrefolute. It fears imaginary evils, 
and trufts in imaginary means of fecurity. Pe at- 
tempts to commute for the n eglect of eilentia duties 
by great feverity and puncti ilious exacinefs in little 
things, and la bours to placate an offended Deity 
and concilicate his fay our, by arbitrary, unrequired, 
ufelefs, unvailing cbfervances. Ina word, fuperfii- 
tion fectern the underftanding, deprefles the ipirits, 
embitters the temper, difturbs the paffions, and 
f{poilsthe manners. It produces complaints with- 
out grievance, animofity without an injury, con- 
tention without an object, terror without danger, 
confidence without found ation. 

A geod man tinctured with fuperftition deforms 
his religion, defeats the influ en ce of his example, 
caufes his good to be evil fpoken of, and expoles 
piety tocontempt. A bad man governed by fuper- 
itition is a vexation to mankind and aterment to 
himicelf. 





EXTRACT. 

THAT a people may be sree and happy pnder 
goverr ment, they muft be wife and virtucts. <A 
well framed conftitution may be f fome fecurity ; the 
wifdom and ppc of the people is a greater. A 
virtuous people may fubfift under a mild govern- 
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Ment; 2 corrupt and vicious people muft be rul. 
ed with rigour. They who are governed by ration- 
al principles of their own, need but little other gov- 
ernment ; they who are wholly deftitute of fuch 
principles muit be governed by external force and 


terror. © The law is not made for ari ghteous man, 
but for the lawlefs.”’ 
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Literary Amufements 


DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN MaDAM COSMOGUNITA, ann a pris 
LosopHICAL KNQUIRER of the 18th Century. 


Extracted from the 1% No. of the Monthly Magazine and Briti/h Regilera new 
and interefting publicativa, 
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Enquirer. REJOICE, my good madam, to fee you. 
You bear your years extremely well. You really look as 
frefh and blcoming this morning as if you were but juft 
out of your leading ftrings, and yet you have I for- 
get how many centuries upon your fhoulders. 

Madam Co/mogunia. Do not youknow, fon, that peo- 
ple of my ftanding, are by no means fond of being too 
nicely queftioned about their years? Befides, my age is a 
point by no means agreed upon. 

Enq. Ithovght it was fet down in the church regif- 
ter? 

C2f. That is true; but every body does not go by 
your regifter. The people who live eaftward of us, and 
have fold tea, time out of mind, by the great wall, fay I 
am older by a vatt deal; and that long before the time 
when your people pretend I was born, I had nearly as 
much wifdom and learning as I have now, 

Eng. 1 do not know how that matter might be; one 
thing am certain of, that you did not know your let- 
ters then; and every body knows that thefe tea-dealers, 
who are very vain, and want to go higher than every 
body elfe for the antiquity of their family, are noted for 
Jy ing. 





van 


am 


—s 











THE NIGHTINGALE. 137 
Co/. On the other hand, old Ifaac, the great Chroni- 
fic it hesiyaad tu lav, 


eler, who was fo famous for cattir nga fig 

that the regitter itfelf had been alter’d, and t at he could 
prove Iwas much sty than you have ufually rec- 
koned me to be. It may be fo, for my par T cannot ibe 


fuppoied to remember fo far back. I could net w 
in my early youth, end it was a long time before I had a 
pocket altwds vee to fet down all occurrences in, and the 
ages of my children, as Ido now, 

Enq. Weil, your exact age. is not fo material: but 
there is one point, which I confels 1 with much to afcer- 
tain: I have often heard it afferted, that, as you increa 
in years, you grow wifer and better; and that you are 
this moment more candid, mere liberal, a better manager 
of vour affairs, and in flort, more amiable in every ref- 
pect than ever vou were !n the whole courte of vour 
life; and other —y OY ill excufe me, madam—pre- 
tend that you are almoft in your dotage, that you crow 


nore intolerable every year you qiths wond that, w he reas 
in your childhocd you were a f rightly, lanocent young 
creature, that rofe with the lark, lav down with the 
inmbs, and thought or faid no har 
are bec me fut} cious, felfithy, | intere 
ing but of indulging your appetites, and continually fet- 
ting your own children tovether by the ears for firaws. 
Now I fhould like to know where the truth les. 

Co/. As to that, I as perheps, too nearly concerned 
to ; niwer ) you properly. I will, there fore, only obferve 
that I do net remember the time when 1 have not heard 

‘ 


exactly the fame contradictory zffertions. 


Mm OF anv GHe; you 
fied, fond of noth- 


Eng. 1 beiieve the bs tt way to determine the quef- 
tion will be by facts. ray be fo cood as to Moy al me 
iave emplove 4s -curfelf in the r 


Li 
ife; from the earliefl time you can remember, 


b 
trey o, ; - 
irérent perio ne) 


‘al ' , ay mombhrane af Ivers : 
Cof. I havea very confufed remembrance of living in 


ple jant pueden. full ol fruit, and of Deine turned out 
ry 6 eas tho , . jai . me 

be cauie I had hoe nil ne ed tné TY uNncooNnsS laid upon me. 
After that 1 became fo very nau ahty that I cot 2 fete 

2) 5 . 2 . 

ducking, and Wi I in great flanger of bys Ing cdrov nea. 
f} marae re = 

Enq. A ho peful beg’ Hyi) ing [3 Must & allow . J ravV Wh rt 


was ts firit piece of work you recouect being engager| 
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Cof. I remember fetting myfelf to build a prodigious 
high hcufe of cards, which f childiflily thought I could 
raite up to the very fkies. I piled them up very high, 
and at laft left off in the middle, and had my tongue flit 
for being fo felf conceited. Afterwards I baked dirt in 
the fun, and refolved to make fomething very magnifi- 
cient. I hardly knew what, fo I built a great many 
mounds in the form of fugar loaves, very broad at bot- 
tom, and pointed at top, in the largeft of which I buried 
a favourite fquirrel :—they took me a great many 
years to make, and were fit for no earthly purpofe when 
they were done. They are ftill to he feen, if you choole 
to take the trouble of going fo far. Travellers call them 
my folly. 

£nq. Pray what ftudies took your attention when you 
firft beoan to learn? 

Cof. At ttrit | amufed myfelf, as all children do, with 
pictures; 2nd drew, or rather attempted to draw, figures 
of lions and ferpents, and men with the heads of ani- 
mals, and women with fifhes tails ; to all of which I af- 
fixed a meaning, often whimfical enough. Many of 
thefe my firft fcratches are ftill to be feen upon old walls 
2nd ftones, and have greatly exercifed the ingenuity of 
the curious to find out what I could poflibly mean by 
them. Afterwards, when I had learned to read, I was 
wonderfully entertained with ftories of giants, griffins, 
and mermaids, and men and women turned into trees, 
and horfes that fpoke, and of an old man that ufed to 
eat his children, till his wife deceived him by giving him 
a ftone to eat inftead of one of them, aud of a conjuror 
who tied up the wind in bags, and 

Eng. Hold, told my good madam; you have given 
me a very fufficient proof of that propenfity to the mar- 
vellous which I have always remarked in you. I fup- 
pofe however, you foon grew too old for fuch nurfery 
itories as thefe. 

Cf. On the contrary, I amufed myfelf with putting 
them into verfe, and had them fung to me on holidays; 
amd at this very day, I make a point of teaching them to 
my children in whofe education I take any pains. 

Eng. I think I flould rather whip them for employ- 
ing their time fo idly; 1 hope at leait thefe pretty ftorics 
kept you out of mifchief, 
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Cof. I cannot fay they did; I never was without a 
fcratched face, or bloody nofe, at any period I can re- 
member. 

Eng. Very promifing difpofitions, truly ! 

Gof. My amufements were not all fo mifchievous. I 
was very fond of ftar-gazing, and telling fortunes, and 
trying a thoutand tricks for gaod luck, many of which 
have made fuch an impreffion on my mind, that I re- 
member them even at this day. 

Eng. LT hope, however, your reading was not all of 
the kind you have mentioned. 

Gof. No. It was at fome of the very famous races, 
which were he'd every four years for my diverfion, and 
which I always made a point to be at, that a man once 
caine to the race ground. and read a hiftery book aloud 
to the whole company; there were, to be furea num- 
ber of ftories in it not greatly better than thofe I have 


been telling you; however, from that time, I began o@ 


take to more ferious learning, and likewife to reckon an 
date all my accounts by thefe races, of which, as I told 
you, I was very fond. 

Eng. I think you afterwards went to fchool, and 
learned philofophy and mathematics. 

Cof. idid fo. I had a great many famous mafters. 

Eng. Were you a teachable icholar ? 

Cof. One of my mafters ufed always to weep when he 
faw me, another uled always to burit into a fit of laugh- 
ter. I leave you to gueis what they thought of me. 

(Concluded in our next.) 








FOR THE NIGHTINGALE. 


Seaemmenmenl 
——< 


MESSRS EDITORS, 


Ir you behold a man going on his way rejoic- 
ing, or his face illuminated with the fimiles of the 
multitude ;~-hefitate not in believing that he has 
long fince learnt “‘to temper the wind to the fhorn 
lamb.”” But, if you perceive one biting his nails 
and ftamping on the duft, curfing the day of his nas 
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tivity and drawling out in pathetic tone— what 
is friendihip but a name ;’— you may fet him down 
as having taken no incenfe from the alter of Flat- 
tery. 

There is not a creature who wears the form of 
man, however devoid of head-piece and crippled in 
manners, but likes to b¢fawned upon by thote feated 
onthe higher itool. The out ftretched hand of dig- 
nity is expected by the link-boy, who wades through 
mire, as much as by the man, who draws checks on 
the bank. No one likes to be paffed by, and lef 
onthe other fide ; there is not the man on earth, 
who had not rather forgive the wretch, who filched 
from his purfe ; than him, who trampled on his 
laurels. Every one wifhes to be lifted, at leaft, as 
high, if not a peg 5 higher t! then his neighbour, and 


th ough eheoeiliud mifs their aim and flump, through 


the bubbles of 4 attery, into the vale of misfortune ; 

yet fo dear to at is the ftraw, adulation, that 
they can even then bear to be tickled. Yes, they 
are {till pleated with bei flattered that they fhall 
one day enjoy thofe gay fcenes, which allured them 
from the humble fpot, for which God and nature 
defigned them, 

Seeing fuch then is the way of the world, muft 
we not give the lie to him, who defcribeth the road 
of popularity and efteem as opening through the 
gate Of fimple truth? ' ‘hat doétrine is all a fudge, 
which teaches man to depend entirely on intrinfic 
merit ; externals are extremely neceffary, and, with- 
out the gloffing of etiqutte, we muft fet down con- 
tent with the humble a. ae: of clever bodies. 
Good fenfe muft throw over her plain attire the 
trappings of nonfenfe and Sawery ; fhe muft fub- 
mit to being mafked, for fools are all the fafhion. 
Depend upon it we fhall find it much the fmooth- 
eft way to travel over the little inconfiftences we 
mect with—and by far the fafeit to hold the lamp 
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of reafon low enough to difcern the whims, caprice 
and notions of the company we fall into. 

Flattery, though a bafe fort of coin, will alway 
find currency ; and few are the phi ilofophers of 
this age, however grave and folemn in their de- 
portment, but can bear to be tickled with a fea- 
ther, from the wing of vanity. Let us then 
learn, with the wife men of Ifrael, to temper the 
uatter of our mind to the cuftoms of the world. 

BERI-HESDIN. 


=== 


AN APOLOOGE. 


}$—______—_______—_ 








A GENTLEMAN, after having travelled thro’ 
different parts of the clobe, returned at length to hi isown 
country. His friends, as ufual in fuch cafes, flocked 

round him with eager expreflions of welcome. ‘ ‘* Blefs 
me, how happy am I to fee you !” cried one and all of 
them.——‘* Come, do tell us fome of your adventures.’ 

After relating to them a number of miraculous circume 
ftances, You know gentlemen, (added he) w shai ta pro- 
digious diftance it is from this country to that of the 
Horons! —Well, about twelve hundred leagues farther 
off, I met with a very ftrange fet of men, who often fit 
round a table the whole ni ight, and even till the morn- 
ing is well advanced; but ees is no cloth laidforthem, 
hor isany thing co or: atify the appetite. The thunder might 
rattle over their head Is, two armies might engage befide 
them, heaven itfelf might threaten an inti ant chaos, 
without ma king them itir, or in the le: - difturb: ng 
fem 5 fo; t they ere both deaf and dumt At times, in- 
deed, they are heard to utter inarticulate founds, founds 
which have no conneétion with each other, ana very 
little meaning ; yet will they roll their eyes at cach oth- 
erin the oddeft manner in naginable. Often have I look- 
ed at them with w Onter ; for they never want {pecta- 
tors, who are feeming! y attracte d to them by curiofity 3 
and believe me, my friends, I fhall never forget the hor- 
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rid countenances which I have ob erved among there 
upon fuch occafions ;—— ountenances, on which wie 


painted, by turns, defpair, rag and aow and then a m:- 
ignant joy, tiactured with uneatinels. Somecimes they 
a pear furious as bediamites, formetimes fcrious an 
gloomy as the infernal judges, and fon dak gn 
with all theaaguifh of a crimin i, as he is led tothe pla 
of execution.” —* Heavens! (excl.imed the friends of 
our traveiler) what can ~ the objet of thefe unhappy 
wretches? Are they fervants of the public?—‘* No 
“¢ Then they are in fearch: of the philofopher’s ftone? 

«6 No,” §*Oh! now we hve it; they are fent thi 


in order to repent of, and to atone for their crimes.”—~ 
** No: you are as much deceived, my iriends, as ever. 
——Gnod God! then they muft be nen. 

dum}, and infenfible* What, in the n me of wondkr, 
¢an employ them ?” * W1 hy "G AMLNG.” 








ELEGANT EXTRACT. 








AS foon as Nature begins to untie the tongue of 
man, it puts forth fome buds ofthe fentiment that 
it has planted in his heart, and the livelier it is the 
more it difcovers itfeifin the child, and gives thofe, 
that are intruited with the care of its education, the 
better hopes for their fuccef$ 5. and for this reafon 
Quint ilian, who had {pent fo many thoughts about 
the beft manner of educating youth, an I gives us fo 
good rules for that purp fe, does not ftick to tell 
us, “Give me but a child that is fenfible of praile 
and touch’d with glory, and that will cry at the 
fhame of being out-done, and I'll keep him to his 
bufinefs by emulation; reproof will afflict, and hon- 
or will encourage bien, and I fhall not fear but to 
cure him of his idlenefs.”” And for the fame rea- 
fon it is, that he gives the preference to the inituc- 
tion of public ichools above any private education. 
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Boasr not thy bloom, thou beauteous rofe ! 
Soon the blaft fhall tear thy leaf! 

Boaft not thy blifs, vzin man ! for woes 

Soon fliall rend thy heart with grief. 


What though on thee gay fortune fmile, 
And promife golden hours of peace ; 
Dread ciftrefs and fad turmoil, 

Scon fhall bid the bleffings ceafe ! Ll. 





Ss. -- 





[SELECTED.] 


SONNET, BS. 





TFS—I’ve embark'd for pleafure’s flowery thore, 
By youthful pafMfion’s tide impetuoss driv’n, Pa e 
Launch’d the fwift bark, and plied the ceafelcfs ear, om Si, 
And loo,’d my fail to every gale of heav'n, 
For fancy painted gay the dang’rous realm, 
Hope fmooth’d the wave, and gently fann'd the gale, Fe 
No fair diferetion left to gnide the helm, ey 
Or cheek the progrefs of the {welling fail. 
But ah, how guickly did the form arife, 
How quickly was each pleafing fcene o'ercaft; 
And I the vidim of unpitying ikies, 
Condemn'd to figh to the inconflant bat; 





SS ae 


ee 


To view the diftant fhore with longing eye, 
Then whelm’d with vain regret, de{pair and dic ' 
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SONG. 
BY MR. THOMAS ADNEY. 





THE eomforts of life may be clearly defin’d, 
And each may come in for his thare : 

All trouble is merely a freak of the mind :—~ 
Alas! how we're apt to defpair ! 


Tn all fituations a man may be glad, 
He ne'er was created for woe; 

Let him feek and he'll find there is blifs to be had, 
Aud plenty of comfort below. 


Too oft we are carelefs of what we enjoy, 
Aad feldom contented a day ; 

We fuffer each paffion our peace to annoy, 
And trifle our moments away. 


+ " art * . -° ¢ ’ 

Let us look at our neighbours, of ev'ry desree, 
And al! their misfortunes review ; 

Ten thoufand unfprtunate creatures you'll [ee, 
More wretched and friendlefs than you! 


Then let us not fallin an error fo wrong, 
But truit to a power above ; 

Be chearful and gay with a friend and a fong, 
Aud live with contentment and jove! 





= 
= 





EBON MOT of Henry the IVth of France. 

ON reading an oftentatious infeription on the monu- 
ment of a Spanifh officer: ‘ Here lies the body of Don, 
&c. &c. who never knew what fear was.” * Then,” 
faid that Prince humouroufly, ** he never {nuffed a can- 
die with his fingers.” 
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